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difference their theological reflection
might make in the lives of their read-
ers. Put another way, what might that
reflection actually inspire their read-
ers to do or be?

As we look toward Easter, those
same questions seem relevant. What
difference does Easter make in our
lives? What does the Easter message
inspire us to do or be?

Those questions point to the im-
portance of developing a clear sense
of identity and purpose —both as in-
dividual people of faith and as a con-

gregation. Recent studies of growing

and dynamic congregations reveal
that those communities of faith have
a clear and shared sense of who they

are and what they are about.
cont. inside

of the good news of Easter
with a sunrise service at
Beavertail. We then will
share a pancake breakfast at
the church. Our service of
Easter celebration will fea-
ture joyous music and a ser-
mon that explores what the
message of Easter might
mean for us. Our service will
be followed by a special
reception.
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This spring and summer we
will offer a number of opportunities
to explore our sense of identity and
purpose.

One of those opportunities will
be available during our upcoming
worship services. We will use sto-
ries of the early church in the Book
of Acts to explore what it means to
be a faith community today.

information about this exciting op-
portunity to study and discuss the
importance of developing a clear
and positive congregational identity

. will be available in the near future.

We hope that many within our con-
gregation will participate in this
process.

Another opportunity to explore
who we are and what we do will

The series Called to Be Church: Stories for a New Day will include:

® April 11 ............... A Called Community .........ceueeecscurssrscssanns Acts 1:1-14
® April 18 .....ccevenee. A Practicing Community ............ Acts 2:14-18, 42-27
¢ April 25 ...ccivinens A Witnessing Community .......oouseenes Acts 4:1-3, 16-20
*May2...oeveeennne A Transforming Community ................oou... Acts 9:1-20
® May 9..veeruerceenne An Open Community ......vuesssemsecsecessssens Acts 11:1-18
* May 16................ An Evolving Community ........coecoeereerennes Acts 15:1-12

For those who are interested in
studying the stories from Acts more
deeply, our Wednesday-morning
Bible study will offer that opportu-
nity. On April 7, we will begin a
study of The Book of Acts for a
New Day. Each session will begin
at 10:00 a.m. and will focus on the
scripture text that will be used dur-
ing the following Sunday’s worship
service.

The Executive Committee will
be working on an approach for our
congregation to build on the con-
versations that began during our re-
cent home-based gatherings. More

come as we consider our new
church year. We will have important
work to do as we consider our bud-
get for the upcoming year. Our
Board of Trustees will provide lead-
ership as we work to make thought-
ful and faithful decisions about
CBC’s future.

My prayer is that this sacred
time will inspire us to engage the
questions, study, conversations, and
reflection we most need —and that,
as aresult, we will identify a mean-
ingful and energizing “so what” in
our life together as a community

of faith.
Kathryn

CBC at Trinity

Join friends from CBC for a per-
formance of The Syringa Tree at
Trinity Repertory Company at 7:30
p-m. on Thursday, May 20.

This powerful play unfolds
through the eyes of a young white
woman who grew under Apartheid
in South Africa. As she recalls
twenty-eight characters capturing
four generations, Lizzie paints an

* evocative portrait of the abiding

love between two families—one
black, one white. The result is a
haunting, joyous memory play of
sacrifice, liberation, and. bonds that
cannot be broken.

Tickets are $40 each. If, how-
ever, we have a large enough group,

" we will be able to get a discounted

rate. Please reserve your place with
our CBC group by contacting
Kathryn by Sunday, April 18.

Stewardship Campaign Update
2010-2011 Pledge Goal: $109,000

Pledges received as of March 28:
48 pledges totaling $65,308

P The Stewardship Committee
still welcomes pledges for our

2010-2011 church year.
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Congratulations to Steven Page
and Rebecca Young, who were
married on February 27 in
Quantico, Virginia. Steven, the son
of Jean Page, is now the proud
stepfather of Logan, Peyton, and

x

Amanda. R

Congratulations to Jason Morris
and Alison Pudjunis, who were-
married at CBC on Saturday,
February 27. ﬁi}

‘We extend our sympathy to Pat and
Deb Hentschell following the death
of Pat’s father, Bob, in Michigan on
March 10. D
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Nancy Mason has moved to Forest
Farm Assisted Living Center, 193
Forest Avenue, Middletown, RI
02842. Her new telephone number
is 847-1735.

Betty Netten has moved to
Blenheim-Newport, 303 Valley
Road, Middletown, RI 02842.

Courier material
is due on Sunday,
April 25.

CBC FINANCIAL UPDATE
May 2009-February 2010
Amount Over/
Actual Budget  Under Budget
Pledges/Envelope/Plate 78,443 83,225 (4,782)
Other Income 32.079 38.817 (6.738)
Total Income 110,522 122,042 (11,520)
Expenses 114,550 122,042 (7,492)
Net Income or Loss (4,028) 0 (4,028)
(Amounts in parentheses represent a negative or loss.)
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Special Features on Maq 2

CBC has several special fea-
tures planned for Sunday, April 11.

Our worship service will feature
Accidental Sisters, a women’s
acappella group. The service also
will include readings and hymns
that explore what it means to live as
a community of faith. In addition,
we will share communion and re-
ceive our Communion Sunday col-
lection and benevolence offering.

During our 11:00 a.m. forum,
we will discuss our next CBC
Reads selection -- Mountains
Beyond Mountains: Healing the
World: The Quest of Dr. Paul
Farmer by Tracy Kidder. Copies of
the book are on sale in the church
parlor for $16 each.

9:30 a.m.

CELEBRATION SUNDAY

This special worship service
will allow everyone within the
CBC family to celebrate all that
our congregation has and contin-
ues to mean to us. Please put this
important date on your calendar,
and invite others to join us.

11:00 a.m.

ANNUAL MEETING

We will gather to hear reports
about our congregation’s work
during the past year, elect leaders
for the new year, and consider

our congregational finances.

*

*



June Festival
Saturday, June 26

Mark the date, and begin setting Central Baptist Church

aside 1tems.for our June Festival. presents the second in a series of
Items may include:

» books, movies, music CDs
+ small wooden furniture,
wicker furniture, rugs in good

condition, and working small |
a;pli;nces and el?actroxglics. The S ta te Of the E conomy

« vintage items

Please also request donations for | With U.S. Senator JaCk Reed (D "RI)

the silent auction or raffle from
merchants you frequent.

We will need everyone’s help to 99 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI 02835 (401) 423-1651
ensure another successful fair!

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

=00 p.m. Wednesday, April 7
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