Prelude

Norman Newberry

Processional Hymn
Lavish Love, Abundant Beauty
No. 61

Welcome & Announcements

Michelle Gibbs

Opening Ourselves to Meaning

Michelle Gibbs

As we heard last week, Viktor Frankl has written that “a person can live without almost anything except meaning. One way we find meaning is by encountering life—from connecting with nature, from hearing good music, contemplating art, enjoying a good film.” This morning we’ll be focusing on how we find meaning in the films we watch.

The film The Lion King—which later became a Broadway musical—opens with lyrics that explore the ongoing quest to find meaning in life. I invite you to join me in reading those lyrics responsively as we continue our worship service:


One:
From the day we arrive on the planet


All:
And blinking, step into the sun


One:
There's more to see than can ever be seen


All:
More to do than can ever be done


One:
There's far too much to take in here


All:
More to find than can ever be found


One:
But the sun rolling high


All:
Through the sapphire sky


One:
Keeps great and small on the endless round


All:
It's the circle of life


One:
And it moves us all


All:
Through despair and hope


One:
Through faith and love


All:
Till we find our place


One:
On the path unwinding


All:
In the circle of life


Sung Response


Shaping spirit, move among us, living leader, be our friend;


source of our mysterious being, greet us at our journey’s end.

Children’s Time

Michelle Gibbs

Watching for Faith

Jean Britton

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews describes faith as “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)
Reflection on finding faith in the film Crash
Hymn
How Firm a Foundation
No. 275 (vs. 1-2)

Prayer

Pat & Deb Hentschell

Teach us your ways, Lord, that we may be open to the same Spirit who moved over the face of the waters in the first day of creation and moves also over the chaos of this time to fashion a day like this, a world like ours, and lives like ours. Make us aware of the miracles of life—of warm and cold, of starkness and order, of screaming wind and impenetrable silences, and of the unfathomable mystery of your grace that gifts us with faith, hope, and love.


Teach us your ways, Lord, that we may praise you for all the surprising, ingenious ways you bless us and for all the wondrous gifts you give us through artists who introduce us to the beauty of holiness, who usher us into awesome worlds in which we begin to live anew in a fullness of pain and joy not possible before.


Teach us your ways, Lord, that we may accept our own talents openly, nurture them hopefully, develop them faithfully, and give them freely.


Teach us your ways, Lord, that we may love the kindness of the prophets and practice it toward the hungry of the world, the poor and sick and oppressed—and that we may learn the healing humility that responsibly tends the earth and all its creatures.


Teach us your ways, Lord, that we may be swept up in worship, which surges in wonder, gratitude, and obedience, and shapes our lives into an irrepressible YES to you, to all our sisters and brothers, and to the presence of your kingdom among us. May your vision burn in us with a fire to light the world and warm its heart through Jesus Christ, the singer of passionate songs, the teller of power stories, the artist of daring ways, and the teacher of prayers, such as this one we now pray together, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Watching for Hope

Nancy Cyr-Larson

In his letter to the church in Rome, Paul writes: “For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” (Romans 8:24-25)
Reflection on finding hope in the film Enchanted April
Hymn
O God, Our Help in Ages Past
No. 52 (vs. 1, 3, 6)

Offering & Offertory


Invitation to Offering

Jean Britton

Faith, hope, love—


Faith that living affirms. 


Hope that caring illumines.


Love that matters more than anything.


Faith, hope, love—


Humbly, we share these gifts.


Fumbling, we hold their promise in our hands.


Faintly, we speak the trembling words.


Faith, hope, love—


May we give thanks for them as we share our offerings this morning.


Collection of Offering


Sung Response


Many are the ways you seek us, great the joy when each is found.


Once your gift of faith ignites it, all the world is holy ground.

Watching for Love

Pat & Deb Hentschell

In a letter to the church in Corinth, Paul writes: Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)
Reflection on finding love in the film The Notebook
Hymn
They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
No. 284 (vs. 1-2)

Opening Ourselves Through Communion


Places in the Heart


Invitation to Communion

Marsha Brome

The film Places in the Heart tells the story of Edna Spalding, a young woman who tries to save her farm from foreclosure following her husband’s death. Over the course of the film, Edna assembles a surrogate family, including Moze, a black sharecropper; Mr. Will, a blind boarder; and her precocious children, Frank and Possum.


Near the end of the film, the Ku Klux Klan runs Moze out of town. In the final scene, the townspeople gather at church, where a stirring rendition of the hymn Blessed Assurance is followed by a reading of the verses from 1 Corinthians we heard this morning.


The choir then sings as the communion elements are passed. A philandering husband is the first to partake, followed by his forgiving wife and their daughter. The camera pans across various congregants, including the evil banker who tried to foreclose on Edna’s farm and band members from a previous night’s shindig. Then, oddly, the camera continues to pan, revealing a couple who died trying to escape a tornado, some of the Klansmen, and Moze. Panning past Mr. Will, Possum, Frank, and Edna, the camera finally rests on Edna’s late husband, Royce, and Wylie, the black youth who accidently shot him and was then lynched.


The film becomes a metaphor for the reign of God. It shows that God’s grace is available to all who accept it—white or black, young or old, good or evil, living or dead.


This morning we celebrate that God in Christ breaks down the walls that make us strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. As we share this meal, we become united as members of God’s family. As we gather around this table, we enact our faith, embody our hope, and express our love.


Everyone is welcome to share these gifts of bread and cup. As you receive the bread and then the cup, please hold them until everyone has been served so we may share them together.



(deacons get & distribute trays with bread)

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; those who come to me will never grow hungry.”

Let us share together this, the bread of life.



(deacons get & distribute trays with juice)

Jesus said, I am the true vine; remain in me, and I will remain in you.”

Let us share together this, the cup of the true vine.

May we pray: Thank you, God, for inviting us to this table. May the gifts we’ve received here strengthen our faith, energize our hope, and increase our love for others. Amen.

We now have an opportunity to express our faith, hope, and love as we share through our benevolence offering, which provides funds for people during times of special need.



(deacons get & distribute offering plates)

Hymn
They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
No. 284 (vs. 3-4)

Benediction

Nancy Cyr-Larson
With faith in the creative powers of life, 
With hope for the future of life in this world, 
With love for all others who share this life with us, 
Let us go forward together in peace. 


Sung Response


Energy of new creation, work like yeast within the soul;


human savior, heav’n-ly artist, 
in your service make us whole.

Postlude 

Norman Newberry
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