Prelude

Norman Newberry

Processional Hymn
Be Thou My Vision
No. 382

Welcome & Announcements

Maggie Kozel

Opening Ourselves to Meaning

Maggie Kozel

As we’ve heard the past two weeks from the words of Viktor Frankl: “A person can live without almost anything except meaning. One way we find meaning is by encountering life—from connecting with nature, from hearing good music, contemplating art, enjoying a good film.” During today’s worship service we will explore how we are able to find meaning through the things we create.

Our opening prayer comes from the words of the second-century theologian Irenaeus. Please join me in these words, which you’ll find printed in our bulletin:


One:
It is not you who shape God;


All:
it is God that shapes you.


One:
If then you are the work of God,


All:
await the hand of the Artist


One:
who does all things in due season.


All:
Offer the Potter your heart,


One:
soft and tractable—and keep the form


All:
in which the Artist has fashioned you.


One:
Let your clay be moist, lest you grow hard


All:
and lose the imprint of the Potter’s fingers.


Sung Response


Shaping spirit, move among us, living leader, be our friend;


source of our mysterious being, greet us at our journey’s end.

Children’s Time

Maggie Kozel

Creating Images


Photographs by Steve Fasano


Music by Matt & Judy Bolles
Prayer

Marjorie Cottle
O Ingenious One, it is not only creation, but creativity that awes us.

It is a wondrous, fearsome thing that you share your power to create.

O Mysterious one, we shrink from your power, yet we claim it;

and it is ours by your genius or madness,


this power to speak and have light burst upon a mind



or darkness descend upon a heart;


this power to make music to which souls dance or armies march;


this power to mold and paint and carve



and so spin our the stars by which we plot our course;


this power to hear and touch and taste



the love and truth by which life itself is birthed and built,



or the hate and lies by which it shrivels and dies.

O Daring One, it is an awesome power you’ve shared;

and we rejoice in the artists


who dare to use their gift to create the beauty



that casts this world into a more whole and holy dimension,


who dare to breathe visions and vibrations into dullness,



as you breathed life into dust.

O Gracious One, it is an awesome power you’ve shared;

and we honor your power


not only in pianist, poet, and painter,


but in those whose encouragement ignites our hearts,



whose laughter lights up a room,



whose touch fills a void



whose integrity inspires my will,



whose commitment builds a church,



whose compassion builds a community,



whose demands stretch our souls,



and whose love makes our day;

and we honor your power in those artists



of kitchen and office and shop,



of courtroom and classroom and sickroom;

 
in those crazy people who somehow know the world is always unfinished,



and who happily risk pushing and shoving



and tugging and pounding



and making love to it


until it and all of us come out in more glorious shape.

O Ingenious One,

it is not only creation, but creativity that awes us.

It is a wondrous, fearsome thing that you share your power to create. Amen.

Creating Music

Matt Bolles

Offering & Offertory


Invitation to Offering



Running throughout scripture is the theme of creating. Genesis begins with the story of God’s great creative power, as well as the idea that we’ve been formed with the gift of creativity. The psalmists praise what God has created, and the prophets tell of God’s ongoing creative work in the world. In his various letters, Paul notes how God’s grace enables us to become new creations and how we’re called to use our new creativity to touch the world.



As we prepare to share our offerings, I invite you to reflect on these words from Isaiah: “Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare. . . .” (Isaiah 42:5-9a)



May we respond with the best of our creative selves as we share our offerings.


Collection of Offering


Special Music
For the Journey
Matt & Judy Bolles

Sung Response


Many are the ways you seek us, great the joy when each is found.


Once your gift of faith ignites it, all the world is holy ground.

Creating with Words

Maggie Kozel

Hymn
Take My Life & Let It Be
No. 379

Creating with Art

Anne Cordin
Hymn
Morning Has Broken
No. 60

Benediction

Maggie Kozel

With faith in the creative powers of life, 
With hope for the future of life in this world, 
With love for all others who share this life with us, 
Let us go forward together in peace. 


Sung Response


Energy of new creation, work like yeast within the soul;


human savior, heav’n-ly artist, 
in your service make us whole.

Postlude

Norman Newberry
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