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During a recent sermon I pro-
posed a New Year’s resolution for
our congregation. | would like to
share that resolution here in hopes
that you will lend your help.

Here is my resolution: that each
of us will learn the name of everyone
within our church family.

In a congregation the size of
ours, we often assume that everyone
knows everyone else’s name. But
that is often not quite true. We may
recognize someone’s face, but we
either do not remember or never
knew that person’s name.

And that is where my resolution
comes into play. If you do not know
someone’s name, ask. And don’t
worry about whether the person is
new to our congregation or has been
here for fifty years.

As I mentioned in my sermon,
Fred Clarke was a master at this. He
would say something like, “Hi, I'm
Fred. You’ ve probably told me your
name before, but tell me again. And
this time, I’ll try my best to remem-

ber.

Here is another part of my reso-
lution. If someone asks your name,

@ [T (Upcoming

CBC FILM
WEEKEND
FEBRUARY 5-7

DETAILS INSIDE

A

do not be offended—even if you have
introduced yourself to that person
more than once. Accept their asking
your name as a sign that they want to
develop a connection with you.

As we learn each others’ names
and form new connections with one
another, may we also share a sense of
hope about our congregation and the
community of faith that we have been,
that we are, and that we may become

in the year ahead.
Kathryn






