Lightening the Load: Certainties That Blind Us
John 9:1-41

A man had been blind since birth.

That’s the one thing about which everyone in today’s story from John seems to agree. But beyond that?

Now lots of people in the story seem to know lots of things.

Jesus’ disciples seem to know that something has caused the man’s blindness. Maybe he did something wrong. Maybe it was his parents’ fault. Surely someone had to be to blame for the blindness.


Then there are the town folks. They’ve lived near this man and seen him beg for a living. And that’s what they seem to know—who the man’s been and who he’ll always be.

And finally there are the religious leaders. They seem to know how God works in the world. They seem to know about the law and about justice.


But everything changes when Jesus walks by.


His disciples’ certainty about what they know blinds them to the need that’s right in front of them. They’re so busy trying to make the other man’s blindness fit within their belief system that they don’t realize how little they actually see. They ask Jesus a theological question rather than asking him to help the man.


But Jesus sees someone in need. He not only clearly sees the need, but he reaches out to meet it. He’s literally willing to dirty his hands to transform the blind man’s life.


The town folks’ certainty about what they know blinds them to the possibility of change, of new beginnings, of second chances. They’re so comfortable with the tidy category in which they’ve placed their neighbor for his entire life that they’d rather not open their eyes to any other possibility. They look for any explanation that will allow them to keep seeing him in the same old way.


But Jesus sees a new possibility. He understands that God’s ongoing creative work can touch a person’s life and recreate that person’s future. He believes that everything about a person can become new—regardless of who that person’s been or how that person’s been seen by others.


The religious leaders’ certainty about what they know blinds them to God’s grace. They’re so sure about the restrictive nature of God’s work that they can’t or won’t open their eyes to a more expansive vision of God’s love. They’ve spent so much energy figuring out how God’s justice looks in the world that they’ve got almost none left to see God’s compassion.


But Jesus sees God’s realm from a different perspective. He sees a divine grace that far exceeds any carefully drawn theological or moral boundaries. He sees God’s light shining everywhere and on everyone—and showing a new way for those who wish to travel the journey of faith.


There’s one more person in our story who seems to know something. But this person’s knowledge isn’t based on old certainties. Instead, it’s all about something new he experiences in his life: “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”


Maybe the man doesn’t know all the correct religious phrases to use. Maybe he doesn’t know how to describe the one who’s touched and transformed his life. Maybe he doesn’t even care how or if his experience fits within religious laws and traditions.


But he does know one thing for certain: once he couldn’t see and now he can. And for this man, that’s enough.


Might it be enough for us? As we continue our Lenten journey, do we carry old certainties that blind us? Might we need to put down those certainties so we may see in a new way?


And what if we could see life in a new way? Opening our eyes to its wonder and possibilities rather than always looking for what’s wrong, what’s missing, what doesn’t add up, who’s to blame. Allowing ourselves to focus on signs of God’s presence, God’s transforming power, God’s astonishing beauty.

And what if we could understand that Jesus came to teach us how to see? So much of how Jesus describes himself and his ministry—especially in John’s gospel—has to do with seeing in a new way. He invites people to come and see. He opens the eyes of the blind. He calls himself the light of the world. He teaches about the need to look for things that seem lost—a coin, a sheep, a son—and to see people who need help.


In all this, Jesus seems to be inviting us to a new way of seeing, a new way of discerning, a new way of recognizing God and understanding that God’s realm is at the core of everything that is.


If we accept this invitation, perhaps we can approach life—not as a problem to be solved, but as a possibility to be explored. Perhaps we can understand ourselves—not as others have defined us, but as someone who’s been touched and transformed by God’s grace. And perhaps we can envision a future in which we’re not boxed in or weighed down by old certainties, but free to see and walk in God’s light—and, in turn, to be that light for others. Amen.
Invitation to Communion


If we continue the reading George began this morning, we find these verses:

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.


The man who was born blind not only sees the world around him, but he also recognizes God’s gift of grace. And that gift leads him to believe.


At this table, we’re offered gifts that—if we let them—can help us see in a new way and recognize God’s grace. May they also help us to believe.
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