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Community Sunday

Opening Music
Amazing Grace

Teresa Murray & Matt Bolles

Opening Words

The essayist Laura Durham has written: “It doesn’t always make sense to me but when ambiguities such as grace and love manifest themselves, I’m moved by the clarity they bring. . . .


I believe in being gracious to others and I believe in accepting others’ graciousness whether I’ve earned it or not. Sometimes you are blessed simply because someone loves you. And that is why grace is a gift—not a reward.”


This morning we come together to celebrate the gracious gift of community. Let us begin that celebration.

Prelude
Processional Hymn
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Welcome & Announcements
Weaving the Tapestry of Community
Reflecting on Community


Former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor once said: “We don’t accomplish anything in this world alone . . . and whatever happens is the result of the whole tapestry of one’s life and all the weavings of individual threads from one to another that creates something.” The author Herman Melville expressed a similar thought when he wrote: “We cannot live only for ourselves. A thousand fibers connect us. . . . “


This morning we have the opportunity to reflect on the fibers that connect us to one another in Jamestown and to celebrate the many ways we weave the tapestry of community.

Joining in Prayer


As we continue this service of celebration, please join me as you will in prayer:


Gracious God, we praise you for this day, this earth, this life, for the weave of miracles blessing us, and for your quiet power sustaining us.


We praise you for times of laughter and tears, risk and reconciliation, reflection and healing, and for the stubborn presence of your spirit, making it all sacred.


We praise you for the tapestry of our struggling and wondering, our trials and triumphs, and all that moves us to love, to pray, to serve, since it is your spirit that moves us so and is creating us still. Amen.

Singing a Response

Restless Weaver, ever spinning threads of justice and shalom;

dreaming patterns of creation where all creatures find a home;

gathering up life’s varied fibers—every texture, every hue:

grant us your creative vision. With us weave your world anew.

Children’s Time
Hymn 
For the Beauty of the Earth
Prayer of Thanks

For this wondrous world you created and are creating still—mountains and seas, lands and peoples—beautiful beyond all telling of it, we thank you, O God.


For the common humanity you created us to be—one family joined in the mystery of you, yet diverse to challenge and enrich us all—we thank you, O God.


For the laughter and wonder and wisdom, the longing and caring and trusting that link us at our core and shape our shared future, we thank you, O God.


For your insistent call to give our lives meaning by loving our neighbors as ourselves, our enemies as our neighbors, and you above all, we thank you, O God.


For your promise to be with us always, to disturb our consciences, to ignite our curiosity, to gladden our hearts, to deepen our relationships, we thank you, O God.


For your inviting us to work for justice and peace and to share joy and hope and love as we join in helping your human family become beautiful beyond all telling of it, we thank you, O God.


May we thank you with our lives, as well as our lips. May we become doers of your will, fulfillers of your dream, members in truth of your human family. Amen.

Anthem


Offering & Offertory
One:
What an abundance of gifts we have to offer:

All:
the melody of music and laughter,

One:
the use of our minds and bodies,

All:
curiosity, compassion, courage,

One:
spiritual reservoirs, financial resources,

All:
love of others—near and far.

One:
By combining our many gifts, may we help create a stronger community

All:
and a brighter world.

Selections from Lawn School Band
Sophie Primiano, clarinet; David Lawless, saxophone; Liam Gamon, percussion

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise God, all creatures here below.

Praise God, the source of all our gifts.

Give thanks to God, whose power uplifts.

Scripture Reading
John 15:10-17


If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

Special Music
Dona Nobis Pacem/Simple Gifts

Isaac Spivak, Caellum Kerr & Matt Bolles

Strands in the Tapestry of Community


No community would be the same without the people and groups that comprise it. We might imagine them as the individual strands that are woven together to make the tapestry of community beautiful and vibrant and unique.


This morning we draw on readings from a variety of sources to help us focus on stands that would make the tapestry of any community special. But they are strands that seem especially evident in the community we know as Jamestown.


Those strands also are evident when we consider the work of the groups that are represented here this morning. We are thrilled to have representatives of so many organizations with us this morning. During the readings, these individuals will present gifts that symbolize how their groups contribute to the Jamestown community.


We hope the readings and the symbolic gifts will help each of us connect with and celebrate what we value most about the community we share. We hope they also will help us see in a new way how the many strands come together to create a vibrant tapestry of community.

In a community, people are known.

In reflecting on community, the author, poet, social critic, and farmer Wendell Berry wrote: “A community is the mental and spiritual condition of knowing that the place is shared, and that the people who share the place define and limit the possibilities of each other’s lives. It is the knowledge that people have of each other, their concern for each other, their trust in each other, the freedom with which they come and go among themselves.”

A community is where people can find places to make a difference.

Here are thoughts about community from author Nathaniel Hawthorne, civil rights activist Cesar Chavez, and anthropologist Margaret Mead:

· “Every individual has a place to fill in the world and is important in some respect whether he chooses to be so or not.”
· “We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity for our community. . . . Our ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our own.”
· “Never doubt that a small, group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”


Lisa Primiano, Empty Bowls Project


Phil Larson, Jamestown Aquaculture Movement

In a community, people are willing to put their convictions into action.

Shortly before his death, the author and historian Studs Terkel shared his beliefs about community:


“My own beliefs, my personal beliefs, came into being during the most traumatic moment in American history: the Great American Depression of the 1930s. I was 17 at the time, and I saw on the sidewalks pots and pans and bedsteads and mattresses. A family had just been evicted and there was an individual cry of despair, multiplied by millions. But that community had a number of people on that very block who were electricians and plumbers and carpenters and they appeared that same evening, the evening of the eviction, and moved these household goods back into the flat where they had been. They turned on the gas; they fixed the plumbing. It was a community in action accomplishing something.


“And this is my belief, too: that it’s the community in action that accomplishes more than any individual does, no matter how strong he may be.


“Einstein once observed that Westerners have a feeling the individual loses his freedom if he joins, say, a union or any group. Precisely the opposite’s the case. The individual discovers his strength as an individual because he has, along the way, discovered others share his feelings—he is not alone, and thus a community is formed. You might call it the prescient community or the prophetic community. It’s always been there.


“And I must say, it has always paid its dues, too. The community of the ‘30s and ‘40s and the Depression, fighting for rights of laborers and the rights of women and the rights of all people who are different from the majority, always paid their dues. But it was their presence as well as their prescience that made for whatever progress we have made.


“And that’s what Tom Paine meant when he said: ‘Freedom has been hunted around the globe; reason was considered as rebellion; and the slavery of fear made men afraid to think. But such is the irresistible nature of truth that all it asks, all it wants, is the liberty of appearing. In such a situation, man becomes what he ought to be.’

“Still quoting Tom Paine: ‘He sees his species not with the inhuman idea of a natural enemy’—you’re either with us or against us, no. ‘He sees his species as kindred.’

“And that happens to be my belief, and I’ll put it into three words: community in action.”

Linda & Bob Sutton, Jamestown Community Farm


Nick Morenzi, Jamestown Rotary Club


Bruce Livingston, Jamestown VFW Memorial Post #9447

A community invests in its children and youth.

We hear the voices of Ed Pastor, a United States congressman; Franklin Delano Roosevelt, our 32nd president; Lewis Mumford, an historian and literary critic; and Dawna Markova, initiator of foster grandparenting and peer counseling programs in schools around the country: 

· “As a former high school teacher, I know that investing in education is one of the most important things we can do, not only for our children, but for the benefit of our whole community.”
· “We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future.”
· “Above all we need, particularly as children, the reassuring presence of a visible community, an intimate group that enfolds us with understanding and love, and that becomes an object of our spontaneous loyalty, as a criterion and point of reference for the rest of the human race.”
· “As adults, we must ask more of our children than they know how to ask of themselves. What can we do to foster their open-hearted hopefulness, engage their need to collaborate, be an incentive to utilize their natural competency and compassion...show them ways they can connect, reach out, weave themselves into the web of relationships that is called community.”


Sally Schott, Jamestown Education Foundation


Art Spivack, Jamestown Little League


Jay Primiano, Jamestown Soccer Association

In a community, friends and neighbors are important.

American theologian and activist Robert McAfree Brown and former first lady of the United States Lady Bird Johnson share these views on community:

· “How does one keep from ‘growing old inside’? Surely only in community. The only way to make friends with time is to stay friends with people. . . . Taking community seriously not only gives us the companionship we need, it also relieves us of the notion that we are indispensable.”
· “While the spirit of neighborliness was important on the frontier because neighbors were so few, it is even more important now because our neighbors are so many.”


Charlotte Richardson, Jamestown Senior Center


Jody Lexow, Jamestown Garden Club

A community is where people believe in doing things for others.

In her essay for NPR’s This I Believe series, Deirdre Sullivan offers a perspective about the importance of community:


“I believe in always going to the funeral. My father taught me that.


“The first time he said it directly to me, I was 16 and trying to get out of going to calling hours for Miss Emerson, my old fifth grade math teacher. I did not want to go. My father was unequivocal. ‘Dee,’ he said, ‘you’re going. Always go to the funeral. Do it for the family.’

“So my dad waited outside while I went in. It was worse than I thought it would be: I was the only kid there. When the condolence line deposited me in front of Miss Emerson’s shell-shocked parents, I stammered out, ‘Sorry about all this,’ and stalked away. But, for that deeply weird expression of sympathy delivered 20 years ago, Miss Emerson’s mother still remembers my name and always says hello with tearing eyes.


“That was the first time I went un-chaperoned, but my parents had been taking us kids to funerals and calling hours as a matter of course for years. By the time I was 16, I had been to five or six funerals. I remember two things from the funeral circuit: bottomless dishes of free mints and my father saying on the ride home, ‘You can’t come in without going out, kids. Always go to the funeral.’

“Sounds simple—when someone dies, get in your car and go to calling hours or the funeral. That, I can do. But I think a personal philosophy of going to funerals means more than that.


“‘Always go to the funeral’ means that I have to do the right thing when I really, really don’t feel like it. I have to remind myself of it when I could make some small gesture, but I don’t really have to and I definitely don’t want to. I’m talking about those things that represent only inconvenience to me, but the world to the other guy. You know, the painfully under-attended birthday party. The hospital visit during happy hour. The Shiva call for one of my ex’s uncles. In my humdrum life, the daily battle hasn’t been good versus evil. It’s hardly so epic. Most days, my real battle is doing good versus doing nothing.


‘In going to funerals, I’ve come to believe that while I wait to make a grand heroic gesture, I should just stick to the small inconveniences that let me share in life’s inevitable, occasional calamity.


‘On a cold April night three years ago, my father died a quiet death from cancer. His funeral was on a Wednesday, middle of the workweek. I had been numb for days when, for some reason, during the funeral, I turned and looked back at the folks in the church. The memory of it still takes my breath away. The most human, powerful and humbling thing I’ve ever seen was a church at 3:00 on a Wednesday full of inconvenienced people who believe in going to the funeral.”

Linda Sullivan, Quononoquott Garden Club


James Lawless, Boy Scouts


Allison Bush, Girl Scouts

A community values what individual members have to contribute.

The author and theologian Henri Nouwen offers this way of thinking about community:


“A mosaic consists of thousands of little stones. Some are blue, some are green, some are yellow, some are gold. When we bring our faces close to the mosaic, we can admire the beauty of each stone. But as we step back from it, we can see that all these little stones reveal to us a beautiful picture, telling a story none of these stones can tell by itself.


“That is what our life in community is about. Each of us is like a little stone, but together we reveal the face of God to the world. Nobody can say, ‘I make God visible.’ But others who see us together can say, ‘They make God visible.’ Community is where humility and glory touch.”

Mary Wright, Jamestown Community Theatre


Dorothy Strang, Jamestown Community Chorus

In a community, people are willing to invest themselves in helping others.

NBA player Steve Nash and authors Mitch Albom and George Bernard Shaw share perspectives about community:

· “I am a huge believer in giving back and helping out in the community and the world. Think globally, act locally I suppose. I believe that the measure of a person’s life is the effect they have on others.”
· “The way you get meaning into your life is to devote yourself to loving others, devote yourself to your community around you, and devote yourself to creating something that gives you purpose and meaning.”
· “I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the community, and as long as I live it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can.”


Prim Bullock, Jamestown Emergency Medical Services

Valmont Caswell, Jamestown Fire Department

Guy Archambault, Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association

A community is made up of people who are willing to take risks to build a better future.

Eboo Patel, an American Muslim who works with young people to promote interfaith cooperation writes:


“In my office hangs Norman Rockwell’s illustration Freedom of Worship. A Muslim holding a Quran in his hands stands near a Catholic woman fingering her rosary. Other figures have their hands folded in prayer and their eyes filled with piety. They stand shoulder-to-shoulder facing the same direction, comfortable with the presence of one another and yet apart. It is a vivid depiction of a group living in peace with its diversity, yet not exploring it.


“We live in a world where the forces that seek to divide us are strong. To overcome them, we must do more than simply stand next to one another in silence.


“I attended high school in the western suburbs of Chicago. The group I ate lunch with included a Jew, a Mormon, a Hindu, a Catholic, and a Lutheran. We were all devout to a degree, but we almost never talked about religion. Somebody would announce at the table that they couldn’t eat a certain kind of food, or any food at all, for a period of time. We all knew religion hovered behind this, but nobody ever offered any explanation deeper than ‘my mom said,’ and nobody ever asked for one.


“A few years after we graduated, my Jewish friend from the lunchroom reminded me of an experience we both wish had never happened. A group of thugs in our high school had taken to scrawling anti-Semitic slurs on classroom desks and shouting them in the hallway. I did not confront them. I did not comfort my Jewish friend. Instead I averted my eyes from their bigotry, and I avoided my friend because I couldn’t stand to face him.

My friend told me he feared coming to school those days, and he felt abandoned as he watched his close friends do nothing. Hearing him tell me of his suffering and my complicity is the single most humiliating experience of my life.


“My friend needed more than my silent presence at the lunch table. I realize now that to believe in pluralism means I need the courage to act on it. Action is what separates a belief from an opinion. Beliefs are imprinted through actions.


“In the words of the great American poet Gwendolyn Brooks: ‘We are each other’s business; we are each other’s harvest; we are each other’s magnitude and bond.’

“I cannot go back in time and take away the suffering of my Jewish friend, but through action I can prevent it from happening to others.”

The author M. Scott Peck offers a related thought: “There can be no vulnerability without risk; there can be no community without vulnerability; there can be no peace, and ultimately no life, without community.”

And Rabbi Harold Kushner reminds us: “What cannot be achieved in one lifetime will happen when one lifetime is joined to another.”


Linnea Peterson, Jamestown Historical Society

Jan Martin, Jamestown Humane Society


Judy Bell, Jamestown Philomenian Library

Litany of Celebration
One:
Today we gather as a diverse group of people.

All:
We celebrate the gift of diversity.

One:
Today we gather as more than just individuals.

All:
We celebrate the gift of community.

One:
We celebrate the weaving together

All:
of our many gifts and abilities and interests

One:
into a rich and vibrant tapestry

All:
that brings beauty and texture into our lives

One:
and connects us with its various strands.

All:
We celebrate the tapestry of our shared community.
Hymn
God, We Thank You for Our People
Benediction

May the love that overcomes all differences,


that heals all wounds, 


that reconciles all who are separated,


that weaves us together into community

be in us and among us—now and always. Amen.

Congregational Response
Restless Weaver, still conceiving new life, now and yet to be,

binding all your vast creation in one living tapestry:

you have called us to be weavers. Let your love guide all we do.

With your reign of peace our pattern,

we will weave your world anew.

Postlude

May 15, 2011


Central Baptist Church


Jamestown, RI
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